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HOLSTON ORDINATION. 


It would seem to ,be:# principle too 
clear to admit of controversy, that every 
church judicatory, from the, highest to 
the lowest, must ; ‘en subordination to 
the constitution of the Church. A tri- 
bunal, exercismg @ delegated authority, 
must. aet withimsthe' scope of its autho- 
rity, :\ThesGeneral Assembly of our 
Chureimexsrcises delegated powers not 
ontyj bet fiose powers are defined and 
limited..°F¢°has no power to make or 
eonstititional rules, much less to 
vioiate them. It can alter no funda- 
mental law of the Church, without the 


~~ gonsent ofthe Presbyteries. Upon what 


principle, then, can it sanction the ordi- 
nation of a minister, made in violation 
of the prninens provisions of the consti- 
It has already been suggested that 
ion, ‘what constitutes a valid 
ordination?’ may in a variety of ways, 


_ be brought under the cognizance of the 


civil tribunals. Wherever the title to 
property, or any civil right, depends 
upon the decision of the question, by 
whom ordination may be lawfully per- 
formed, courts of justice not only may, 
but of necessity mus?, decide the ques- 
tion. Thus if a fund be provided, for 
the maintenance of the regularly or- 
dained ministers of the Church, upon a 
‘claim ‘instituted in a court of law, for 
the benefit of the fund, the court, to 
ascertain the title of the claimant toa 
participation in the fund, must examine 
and decide the question whether he is, 
or is not, a regularly ordained minister 
of the Church. So, upon the trial of 
an indictment founded upon a statute 
declaring it. a misdemeanour for any 
person except a@ minister ordained ac- 
cording to the rules of his Chruch, to 
solemnize matrimony, court must 
decide whether the person indicted be, 
or be not, ordained according to the 
rales of his Church. 

By what standard is a court of law to 
decide the question? They would not, 
it may be presumed, resort to the Bible 
and assume to decide what constitutes 
scriptural ordination, They would 
scarcely ‘venture to decide the question, 
whether valid ordination must be by 
the legitimate successor of St. Peter, 
or by virtue of apostolical succession, 
whether it must be -performed by a 
bishop, or by the Presbytery, by the 
clergy, or the laity, by one or, a plurali- 
ty of ordainers.. Such an ‘attempt in a 
civil cotirt, im this” country, at least, 
would be: preposterous. It would vio- 
late the rights of conscience, and jeo- 

ard the most, sacred, interests of the 
hurch. A court of law,,it is obvious, 
can only inquire and decide what con- 
stitutés a valid ordination according to 
the ¢onstitution or standards of the 
Churcli within: whose pale the ordina- 


jon was perfor ‘the: con- |' 


of the Episcopal Church re- 
quire that a minister be ordained by.a 
Bishop, and ordination in that Church 
be performed by a priest or deacon, 
the court must, it would ‘seem, pro- 
nounce the’ ordination invalid. So if: 
the constitution: of. the: Presbytertan 
Church require that ordination to be by 
Presbytery, and. the ordination be by 
two ministers, or by two laymen, or by 
any power not the Presbytery, a court 
of law would have ho alternative but 
to pronounce the ordination an infrac- 
tion of the constitution, and the subject 
of the ordination not a regularly or- 
dained minister of the Church. Even 
when there is no confession of. faith, 
and no written constitution, courts will 
resort to the approved writings of the 
founders of the Church, as a test of its 
orthodoxy, and the validity of its offi- 
__ If, indeed, a Church has no stand-. 
ards, and no constitution, the courts 
must, in such cases of necessity, resort 
to the usage of the church, and the de- 
cisions of its judicatories, to ascertain 
what constitutes a valid ordination 
within the pale of that Church. But, 
wherever a,Church has a written con- 
stitution, that and that only, in a 
court of law, can test the soundness of 
its faith, or the validity of the official 
acts of its officers and its judicatories. 

/ It has been said by. .a recent corres- 
pondent of the Presbyterian, that a 


civil court can only inquire :whether| — 


the minister is accepted and enrolled as 
an ordained minister by the body to 
which he belongs, and cannot inquire 
whether the ordination be regular. I 
admit that a court of law will not in- 
quire whether ordination be regular. 
But it will inquire whether. ordination: 
be in fact performed; and if there be no 
ordination, or what is tantamount, or- 
dination by a person or judicatory hav- 
ing no authority to ordain, the court 
must so declare. Nor will the mere 
fact that the individual acts and is re- 
nised as an ordained minister, be de- 
cisive, Persons exercising pudlic off- 
ces are, it is true, always presumed to 
have been duly appointed, until the 
contrary appears. But the rule applies 
only to pudlic officers, and if ministers 
be_included in that category, still the 
presumption only stands until ‘the con- 
trary appears. ‘The truth may always 
be shown! © 
law would be'controlled by the action of 
the Assembly.’ This is a clear mistake. 
Fhe decision of the Assembly upon a 
question within its jurisdiction, and in ac- 
cordance with the constitution of the 
Church, would be regarded as decisive by 
the civil tribunals, But if the action of 
the Assembly was in violation of the 
constitution of the Church, and affected 
apy civil right, court of law would 
treat:it as invalid... To affirm other- 
wise, is virtually :to affirm, that church 
icatories, even where civil rights are 


of ‘our ‘Church, ‘nor so far as I am 
adware, has’ the’ Chittch of ter 


tion of hts... On. the: contr 
has placed the broad and 
the action of her high- 
,been in, accordance. 


. to If. these suggestions be well founded, 


it is-apparept.that the ordination, which 
the Geheral Assembly: has: by: its vote 
sanctioned,: whenever 
the question is brought before a civil 


CE-TWO DOLLARS AND; PIPT-OENTS: 


‘tribunal, be pronounced invalid. This 
certainly affords no reason why the As- 
sembly should abandon a tenable posi- 
tion: much less that it should subject 
its authority to the control of the civil 
courts. No such inference is designed. 
But if a decision of the Assembly must 
‘unavoidably be declared unconstitu- 
tional by a civil tribunal, if an ordina- 
tion which it sanctions must be pro- 
nounced invalid in its operation upon 
civil rights, tt affords strong reasons for 
apprehending that the Assembly have 
fallen -into error. That cannot be a 
wise or safe principle of action in a 
church court, which by a disregard of 
its own constitution, unavoidably ex- 
poses its clergy to the toss of civil rights, 
and to the danger of penal inflictions. 
A PressyTertan Layman. 


— 


For the Presbyterian. 
CHRISTIAN CONSISTENCY. 
Would believers in Jesus habitually 
realize the position and privileges which 
they enjoy even on earth, as the chil- 
dren of God, heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Christ Jesus, in union and 
communion with the ever-blessed God 
and: Father of all, and as the channels 
of communication through which the 
Holy Spirit acts upon an unconverted 
world, O, how would it impel them on 
to active exertions in spreading the 
glorious gospel that imparts peace and 
joy, and a lively hope of glory. No 
one can stand on neutral ground; Jesus 
says, “ He that is not with me is against 
me.’’?’ Every one has a part to perform, 
and to be good soldiers of the cross, we 
must keep our armour bright by using 
it in fighting the battles of the Lord. 
All are not called to do great things, 
but certainly, all are expected to dive 
the gospel; and surely, this can be. 
done in the humblest sphere of life in 
which a Christian can be placed. 
Actions have a language that touches 
the heart, where the language of the 
lips may be disregarded, because unac- 
companied with the only proof of sin- 
cerity—fruits of faith. Were Christians 
always to act in character, the ungodly 
world could not lang resist their soul- 
subduing influence. The Christian 
must first develope his character at 
home—there must his influence be felt ; 
and from thence must his soul expand 
to the uttermost bounds of earth, and 
draw largely upon ‘the free bounty or 
treasury of Him who has said, “ Ask 
and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall 
find, knock and it shall be opened unto 
you.” O remember, heavenly wisdom 
is needed to win souls. Say no longer, 
What can I:do for Jesus? Have you 
“ received’’ so little that it is not worth 
communicating to others? Shame on 
your profession! Does not Jesus say, 
“ Ont of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh And if you cannot 
speak to edification, why hinder others 
from speaking? Is not the gospel, in 
all its native simplicity, stated in many 
little tracts, which, from the smallness 
of their cost are accessible to all? Who 
can tell what a word spoken in season 
may, under the divine blessing, do for a 
friend or a neighbour perishing for lack 
of knowledge. Seek assiduously to do 
the will of God in whatever station or 
relation of life you may occupy; and 
this is “ his will, that all men should be 
saved and come tothe knowledge of 
the truth ;”’ and the reason he has plain- 
ly stated, “ for there is]one God and one 
Mediator between God and man, the 
man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a 
ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time.””. Now, my fellow believers, you 
are witnesses for God—what then do 
your lives testify? Do they bear false 
witness to the truth of God which de- 
clares that “Being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus. Christ,”? and which shows 
that separated from the world lying in 
the wicked one, believers should ad- 
vance daily in holiness? Or, do they 
appear the fair representation of the 
state. and character of the regenerated 
children of God? ; | 


How fair and beautiful to see, 
Believers as they ought to be, 
Epistles of our Lord! 
In whom the power of truth is read, 
On whom the love of God is shed, 
In whom abides his word. 
Clothed in Christ’s righteousness complete, 
Clothed in humility most meet, 
In heavenly robes we stand. 
_ *Tis thus we can the world impress, 
- That those clear truths which we profess, 
Their faith, too, may command. 


Believers are beautifully represented 
by Jesus as the salt of the earth, and as 
the light of the world. Light of the 
world! how emphatical the expression. 
Truly it is a wonderful course which 
the Christian runs—a satellite to the 
great moral Sun of Righteousness. Sur- 
vey his position, privileges, and duties 
on the one hand, and his responsibility 
on the other; surely he requires the 
wisdom of the serpent'and the harmless- 
ness of the dove. 
being but a reflection of the Sun of 
Righteousness, it becomes him to watch 
and pray always, lest any object come 
between his soul and the Saviour, and 
thus obscure and eclipse the rays of 
Divine truth which dispel the mists of 
ignorance, ‘the shades of prejudice, and 
the dark gloom of unbelief that shrouds 
in Egyptian darkness the world of sin- 
ners, | 

Light is an emblem of purity. Are 
you pure and holy, justand good? Light 
discloses the beauties of this world, with 
the tints and shades of. colouring which. 
refresh the eye and delight the soul. 
So the light of truth, when diffused 
through the moral atmosphere, shows 
things as they really are, and stamps 
them with their true value. O how 
cautiously ought Christians to. walk, 
lest by their actions or words they 
prove a. stumbling-block in the way of 
sinners! -Let them but act prudently 
and “humbly, and decidedly for Christ, 
aiid‘soon, very soon, would the aspect 
of the’ world be changed. Christ has 
been oftener wounded in the: house of 
his friends, than in the camp of his ene- 
mies. ‘ Let your light so shine before 
‘men,’ that others‘ g 
works thay glorify your Father who is 
theaven.??. Believers are not only 
‘the: light of the world, but they: are the 
salt of the earth, world without 
them would be utterly corrupt. hen 


> 


serve it, due régard must be paid to’ the 
and ‘séason, ‘otherwise it will be 


| tiseless ; and‘it-:must be sprinkled on the 


The Christian’s light | 


‘salt is applied to matter, in order to pre- | 


substance, be brought into close contact 
with it, in order to produce the desired 
effect. So must the gospel of the living 
God be brought into contact with the 
hearts and consciences of unbelievers. 


speech alway with grace seasoned with 
salt,” in bringing before the sinner’s 
mind the love of a Three-one God to 
his soul, and to enter deeply and affec- 
tionately into all his difficulties. O let 
each feel his own responsibility, and 
then, by united effort, armed with those 
heavenly weapons of eternal truth, the 
church, clothed in her. beautiful gar- 
ments of holiness, would appear “ fair 
as the moon, clear as the sun, and ter- 
rible as an army with banners.”’ 
Christian consisteney is truly a mighty 
moral lever that can shake and sap the 
. foundation of the kingdom of Satan in 
this world. | 


‘| Light of the world, arise—transparent shine ! 


Salt of the earth preserve it from decay ! 
The duty ours, the glory Lord is thine, 
Whilst we thy truth and righteousness display 
And bear a savour of thy name in holy love away. 
B. 


— 


For the Presbyterian. 


MOTIVES FOR GIVING. 


Some years ago, one of.the agents of 
one of our benevolent societies—an 
agent not now in the field—made quite 
a sensation in all the assemblies which 
he addressed, by dwelling on the remu- 
nerative results of giving to benevolent 
objects. He had collected a great va- 
riety of anecdotes or facts, illustrating 
his theme, and he gave them with such 
rhetorical accompaniments as made the 
most of them, in the impression upon 
the audience—even to the extent of 
raising in the minds of some, doubts of 
the literal truth of the recitals. This 
mode of presenting the subject seemed 
to be eminently successful for a time, 
and yet it was followed with such more 
remote results, that the experiment will 
probably not be soon repeated. 

Now it is clear, that there was a sub- 
stratum of truth in those representh- 
tions—that in the providence of God, 
temporal blessings are often connected 
with the beneficent habits of individ- 
uals; and there is even a natural ten- 
dency in such habits to outward thrift. 
But there is danger in exalting a 
secondary motive to the place of a pri- 
mary one; and there is a special dan- 
ger of too much exalting this motive, 
since it appeals to the very selfishness 
which we wish to subdue. It is not 
consonant with the wisdom of God, fo 
hire men to acts of charity, and pay 
them in their own coin. There is a 
class of interesting facts under the head 
of the secular benefits gf Sabbath-keep- 
ing, from which every good man may 
draw edification. Yet these are not 
the reasons why we should keep the 
Sabbath. So of the secular results of 
beneficence. The Scriptures sometimes 
speak of them—enough to satisfy us 
that we shall be no losers by our bene- 
factions—but they give no prominence 
to them, among the motives to benefi- 
cence. 

The main motive presented in the 
New Testament is the love of Christ, 
who though he was rich, yet for our 
sakes became poor, that we through his 
poverty might be rich. Next to this is 
the fact, that our own sanctification 
is promoted by our acts of benevolence. 
We are required to exercise ourselves 
in doing good, that thereby we may be- 
come more the children of our Father 
in heaven, who does good to the evil 
and unthankful. God needs not our 
help in feeding the poor; but he en- 
gages us in it, in order to make us 
benevolent like himself. Because it is 
more blessed to give than to receive, he 
lays on us a law that secures our giv- 
ing; and he does it in greater kind- 
ness to us than to those who are to 
receive our bounty. The whole ar- 
rangement of things which brings the 
poor to us, in dependence on our bene- 
factions, and opens before us a world to 
be evangelized, is an arrangement full 
of rich advantages fo us; through it, 


ting benevolent affections. 

All the ends of God’s love to man 
are comprehended in his transformation 
from supreme selfishness to supreme 
love to God, and impartial love to man; 
and this aid is not secured without 
much exercise in acts of love. So all 
human suffering that pleads for human 
charity, is suffered to exist, among other 
purposes, as a means of developing be- 
nevolence in us. The wants of the poor 
and of the heathen are among our most 
important means of grace—means not 
to be dispensed with—means without 
which our Christian progress would be 
sadly defective. This being the case, 
our own spiritual good, to be secured 
by our benefactions, should be held 
forth as a prime motive for our benefi- 
cence. And if this be a leading reason 
why we should give, we see the great 
adaptedness to the end of that rule of 
action given by Paul in 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. 
For if the sole purpose were to train a 
person to such habits as should enlarge 
the heart with love to God and man, 
we see it exactly adapted to the end. 
It requires one to enter at once on sys- 
tematic habits of giving; to repeat his 
gifts as often as once a week; to extend 
them to the limit of the ability which 
God gives; to recognize God’s hand in 
all his gifts from week to week; to de- 
posit the gifts on the Sabbath out of a 
heart warm with prayer and praise; 
and'to make the Sabbath devotions tri- 
butary to a more effective giving, and 
the gifts tributary to the devotions. 
Thus we see the blended wisdom and 
goodness of God in the very structure 


our growth in grace. And they, who 
treat this rule as a nullity, are neglect- 
ing a means of spiritual growth which 
they can ill afford to lose.’ God has 
appointed that his children shall have 
their spiritual thrift by this means, and 
we shall sadly diminish that thrift by a 
neglect of these means. We might al- 
most as well blot the Sabbath from the 
calendar, and resolve that we will go 
on our way to Christian: perfection 
without the advantages of the sacred 
rest, as without. the advantages of this 
mode of cultivating active beneficence. 


: It was a maxim with the Jews, “that 
he that did not bring up his son to some 
honest calling, brought him up to'be a 


thief.’’ 


Christians are exhorted to have “their 


ofthis rule, aiming to the promotion of | 


God lays on us a necessity of cultiva- |. 


cover up her unwomanly crimes. 
‘sympathized with and pitied, while holy 


HOLYROOD PALACE. 
[CORRESPONDENCE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN] . 

Edinburgh, July, 1850. 

The ancient residence of Scottish royal- 
ity isa handsome edifice of quadrangular 
form, with a central court, about ninety feet 
square. The changes which from time to 
time it has undergone, render it difficult to 
affix a date to any part of it; and recent 
repairs have been so extensive that it has a 
very fresh and perfect appearance. The 
first room we were shown was the portrait- 
room, containing likenesses of the Scottish 
sovereigns from the earliest period till the 
last one became king of England. In an- 
other room we were shown the chair of state, 
made for Queen Mary and Darnley ; a dou- 
ble seat with large cusions, and of a very 
antiquated fashion. The ceilings of many 
of the rooms are made of finely panelled 
oak, on which are painted the arms of the 
Stuarts. In Queen Mary’s bedroom we 
were shown the identical bed which she 
used, and which now, though perfectly un- 


disturbed, is falling rapidly todecay. It is 


very short, and has a canopy over it with 
curious tassels. It certainly had the most 
antiquated appearance of any piece of fur- 
niture J ever saw. In this room is also her 
baby-basket, in which were kept the clothes 
of James VI.; also her work box, the 
wood of which is as sound apparently as it 
ever was. This she brought with her from 
France. In it is a miniature likeness of 
herself, which is: touchingly beautiful. 
The person who went with us through the 
palace drew aside a curtain and showed us 
the secret stair up which Darnly and his 
men came when in pursuit of Rizzio. Also 
where Rizzio was seized when dragged 
from Mary. The spots of his blood on the 
floorare yet pointed out. By the way, 
these spots were the subject of a good story, 
which, at the expense of being tedious, I 
must narrate. It happened that on one oc- 
casion the old woman who takes charge of 
what are termed “Queen Mary’s Apart- 
ments,”” was showing them to a London 
cockney, who was a travelling agent for a 
celebrated article of scouring drops. 
“These stains,” said the old lady, pointing 
to the floor, “nothing will remove—there 
they have been for two hundred and fifty 
years—and there will they remain while 
the floor is left standing.”,—Two hundred 
and fifty years ma’am, and nothing take 
them out? Why if they had been five 
hundred, I have something in my pocket 
will take them out in five minutes.”’ Ac- 
cordingly wetting one end of his handker- 
chief with the all-deterging specific, he be- 


gan to rub away on the planks without | 


heeding the remonstrances of the old lady. 
She uplifted her voice and screamed as 
loudly as Queen Mary herself, when the 
deed was in the act of perpetration. A 
gentleman who happened to be promenading 
in a neighbouring gallery, hearing the 
screams, rushed in and foundthe commer: 
cial traveller on his knees scrubbing like a 
housemaid, while the old lady by pulling 
at his skirts was endeavouring to divert 
him from his sacrilegious purpose. It was 
no easy matter to explain to the. commer: 
cial man that there were stains in the world 
which ought to remain indelible, on account 
of the historical associations with which 
they were connected. He went away 
muttering that he had “always heard the 
Scots were a nasty people, but he had no 
idea they carried it so far as to choose to 
have the floors of their palaces blood boltered 
like Banquo’s ghost, when to remove them 
would have cost but a hundred drops of the 
Infallible Detergent Elixir, prepared and 
sold by Messrs. Scrub & Rub, in five and 
ten shilling bottles, each bottle being 
marked with the initials of the inventor, to 
counterfeit which, would be to incur the 
pains of forgery.”’ 

It is remarkable the interest which at- 
taches to every thing connected with Queen 
Mary. Romance and fiction has done 
much more to create this than veritable his- 
tory. Of that traitorous race, the Stuarts, 


she seems to have been one of the most 


guilty; and because that guilt was found 
out and severely, perhaps too severely 
punished, then forsooth she is considered 
as having been unfortunate and cruelly 
used. Her pretty face has done much to 
She is 


men like John Knox, (my worthy name- 
sake,)who, fearless of consequences, firmly, 
fully, and unreservedly told her her duty, 
are considered harsh and severe. It is high 
time that this sickly sentimentality was 
scattered to the winds, and that honour be 
ascribed to whom honour is due—that we 
view her as she really was, a wicked 
woman, though a Queen; and her reprov- 
ers the champions of liberty, both civil and 
ecclesiastical. For my part I felt a greater 
interest in standing on the outside stair of 
that venerable old house near the Nether 
Bow, once tenanted by John Knox, and 
from whose antiquated steps he proclaimed 
the everlasting gospel without either fear 
or favour, than in any relics of the pretty 
Popish Queen. 

Of John Knox, the author of the “Genius 
of Scotland” says: “He was a noble-hearted 
truth-loving, sham-hating, God-fearing, self- 
sacrificing man; a hero in the propersense 
of the word, a minister of righteousness, an 
angel of reform. Not indeed, a soft, baby- 
faced, puling sentimentalist, but a lofty 
iron-hearted man. His history possesses 
the deepest and most romantic interest. 
It is one of the most magnificent passages 
in Scottish history. Bruce battled for a 


crown—Knox battled for the truth. Both 


conquered, after long toils and struggles, and 
conquered, mainly by the might of. their 
single arm. Butthe glory which irradiates 


the head of the Reformer far outshines that 


of the hero of Bannockburn ; for the latter 
is earthly and evanescent, the former celes- 
tial and immortal.”” 

~T have been led into this digression, part- 
ly from having just ‘passed the old house 
alluded to, where John Knox lived, and 


ed by the worthy citizens of this inter- 


esting city, who wish to preserve by some 


prominent mark, the remembrance of one 
who did more for Scotland than all the 
queens she ever had ; and partly because a 
gentleman, a great antiquarian has just 
give me a peice of the table used by the 
venerable Reformer, which I value very 
highly. Joun Knox. 


- 


For the Presbyterian. 


TRIBUTE OF RESPECT. 

At a meeting of the students of the second class of 
the Theological Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey, 
Saturday, September, 14, 1850, the following re- 
solutions, reported by a Committee appointed at a 
previous meeting, were unanimously adopted. 

Whereas, \t has pleased God in His 
all-wise Providence to remove from 
earth during the last vacation our es- 
teemed brother and classmate, Thaddeus 
A. Culbertson, and whereas the death 
of one so eminently amiable in his‘dis- 
position, devoted in his piety, and pro- 
mising in his gifts, while it isa sore be- 
reavement to his family and friends, is 
a loss tothe church and the world, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That we as a class express 
our profound sense of the afflictive 
nature of this dispensation both as 
respects the church to whose holy minis- 
try he aspired and whose interests were 
so near to his heart: and as affecting 
ourselves who beheld his light and 
were united with him in fellowship of 
aims and sympathies. 

Resolved, That we bear our testi- 
mony to the estimable qualities of our 
deceased brother; his exemplary dis- 
charge of duty; his uniform kindness 
and courtesy and above all, his holy 
order and engagedness and the Chris- 
tian simplicity and consistency of his 
walk and character. 3 

Resolved, That we humbly and sub- 
missively recognise the hand of God in 
this visitation, and as we are persuaded 
that such afflictions come not forth of 
the dust, but however inscrutable, are 
ordered in wisdom and love, so in this, 


our sad bereavement, we are not left 


comfortless; we rejoice in the assurance 
of his well grounded hope in Christ, and 
that he was eminently fitted by divine 
grace for the happy and glorious inher- 
itance of the saints. ; 
Resolved, That in this their severe 

affliction, we tender our heartfelt sym- 
pathies to the family of our departed 
brother, so fondly endeared to us by the 
ties of a sanctified friendship; and that 
in our condolence we prayerfully com- 
mend them for true consolation to that 
grace which never fails God’s trusting 
children in trial, and which enabled him 
whom we mourn to triumph even in 
death. 

C. 

Joun F. Baker, 

James A. Paice, 

On motion of George McQueen, Jr., 

a copy of the above resolutions was 
ordered to be sent to the family of our 
deceased brother, and to the Presby- 


Committee. 


-terian. 


Tuomas R. Marxuam, President. 


| Proceedings of the American Whig Society of the 


College of New Jersey, in relation to the death 
_of Thaddeus A. Culbertson. 

Whereas, It has pleased a just and 
holy Providence, to remove from his 
sphere of service, Mr. Thaddeus A. Cul- 
bertson, a graduate of this Society. 
Therefore be it | 

Resolved, With feelings of the pro- 
foundest sorrow we have heard of the 
death of our fellow member —a brother 
whose brief career of usefulness on 
earth, gave bright promises of a more 
glorious victory when he should be call- 


ed to do battle for the cause of God 


and truth. 

Resolved, That we feel deeply thank- 
ful in the hope that as “the last of earth”’ 
was fading from his sight, his vision 
was being purified to open on a world 
of light above. 

Resolved, That we respectfully sym- 
pathize with the friends and family of 
the deceased in this mournful dispensa- 
tion of Providence. 

Resolved, That we wear the usual 
badge of mourning for thirty days, and 
that a copy of these resolutions be sent 
to the family of the deceased, and also 
be published in the Presbyterian. 


MY TIME IS BUT A DAY. 
Some years past a missionary was 


engaged, in India, in the arduous work 


of“ preaching and teaching Jesus Christ”’ 
to deluced and perishing heathens; 
and whie engaged in this “labour of 
love,” hz was informed, that not far 
from the place in which he was preach- 
ing, ther: was an unhappy being con- 
demned to death for having murdered 
a wealthy Hindoo, with the design of 
obtaining his property. This condem- 
ned crininal was about to be shut up 
until the day of his execution in an iron 
cage, which was then nearly completed. 
As “opportunity is the blossom of 
time,” this opportunity was not to be 
lost, and accordingly the missionary 
hastened to obtain an interview with 
one whose days were numbered. On 
arriving at the place which had been 
described to him, he found the wretched 
being busily occupied in repeating 
some religious exercises on the efficacy 
of which he appeared to place great 
reliance. After some conference, In 
which the missionary found it extreme- 
ly difficult to convince this ignorant 
heathen of the vanity of those things on 
which he was so confidently depending 
for his eternal safety, the criminal at 
length became more calm and tractable, 
and after some conversation and reflec- 
tion, he turned to the missionary and 
said in a tone of earnestness, “ Well, 
give me something short and full to the 
point, for my time is but a day.” 
Now, reader, you have the history of 
this saying; it was uttered by a poor 
criminal about to be shut up in an 1ron 
cage, and thence, after a short interval, 
to be led to execution! It was uttered 
by one whose time was literally and 
emphatically “but a day,’ for his 
“yesterdays” (like your own) had fled 
for ever; and of his few contingent 


“to-morrows,” the law had marked 


out the:number, and he was. about to 
be shut, up in the “condemned. cell,”’ 
Poor man! well might he exclaim, 
“My time is but.a day!?” What effect 
the preaching of the gospel had upon 
that heathen, whether or not “he be- 


lieved to the saving of his soul,” the. 
‘missionary could not determine. This 


ward executed, and thus ends his history. 
But you dear reader, are still in the 
land of hope and of mercy ; and remem- 
ber, that your time is “ but a day.” 


— 


SABBATH PRIZE ESSAYS. 


It may not be uninteresting to you to 
learn the way in which the attention of 
the Christian public in Germany has 
been called to the importance of the 
Sabbath question, as this subject is 
occupying, by degrees, more than for- 
merly, the attention of many Christians 
of that country. 

In December 1847, the programme 
addressed to “all Christian authors and 
learned men of the German language”? 
was published. It stated that a friend 
to the sanctification of the Lord’s day 
would give two prizes—one of a hun- 
dred and fifty ducats, and one of one 
hundred ducats, for the best essays on 
this subject. The adjudicators chosen 
were the Rev. Otto von Gerlach, of 
Berlin, chaplain to the King of Prussia, 
but who died before he had examined 
all the manuscripts—few men in Ger- 
many were so universally and deserved- 
ly esteemed for sincere and unaffected 
piety; pastor Kuntze, of Berlin, the 
translator of several works of Baxter, 
and sermons of Wesley ; pastor Ball, of 
Radevorm Wald, Westphalia, the editor 
of the Missionary Magazine; Profes- 
sor Ebrard, D. D., of Erlangen, the most 
celebrated writer against the neologian, 


Strauss; and pastor Harter, of Stras- 


burg, the author of several sermons and 
addresses on the Sabbath. The length 
of time given for the manuscripts to be 
sent in, the great distance the adjudica- 
tors residing from one another, the 
large size of some of the manuscripts, 
as well as other causes, necessarily de- 
layed the decision. 

The number of manuscripts sent in 
amounted to 35. Of these, 34 came 
from the following places :—Prussia 12; 
Bavaria, 2; Saxony, 2; Hanover, 1; 
Wurtemberg, 2; Baden, 2; three small 
German States, 3; Switzerlaud, 5; 
Schleswig, 2; Russia, 1; United States 
of America, 2. : 

The authors of 32 of the manuscripts 
are :—Pastors and ministers, 25 ; candi- 
dates of theology, 3; schoolmaster, 1; 
workmen, 3. 

The first question that naturally pre- 
sents itself is the character of these 
manuscripts. That there should be a 
great difference in them, will not sur- 
prise any one in the least acquainted 
with, German theology, as well as with 
the way in which this subject has till 
now been generally regarded in Ger- 
many. Several were opposed to the 
principles laid down in the programme. 
Some, instead of going deep into the 
subject, only touched the solution; 
others, on the contrary, after consider- 
ing it in a scientific manner, left the so- 
lution in an uncertain state. For these 
and other reasons, the adjudicators 
were unanimously of opinion that only 
ten manuscripts were worthy of closer 
consideration. 

The author of the manuscript to 
whom the second prize has been award- 
ed, is the Rev. Dr. Liebetrut, of Wit- 
thrietzen, in the province of Branden- 
burg, Prussia. He published, in 1837, 
a volume entitled “ The Lord’s day,” 
which has been considered till now the 
best original work in German on this 
subject, The first prize was assigned 
to Pastor Oschwald, of Marthalen, in 
the canton of Zurich, Switzerland. He. 
has recently published a work on “ Di- 
vorce,”’ a subject that lies at the root of 
very many of the social evils in Ger- 
many and German Switzerland, and in 
‘which he has laid down, in a clearer 
nanner than any one has till now done, 
I New Testament doctrine upon this 
subject. The manuscript of Pastor 
Oschwald was unanimously considered 
by the adjudicators as far superior to. 
any other. The exposition of different 
passages of Scripture has been especial- 
ly praised. In short, the adjudicators 


this work will be productive of much 
good, particularly among ministers. It 
is in the press, and will most likely be 
published by the time this reaches you. 
I trust that many in Great Britain who 
take an interest in this question, and 
read German, will procure a copy of it. 
—Cor. London Christian Times. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


The following interesting statements 
were made at the recent meeting of the 


General Association of New Hampshire. 


‘‘Mr. Stoddard gave some thrilling 
facts about the Nestorian converts. In 
the first revival at Oroomiah, sixteen out 
of twenty-four hours were spent by the 
students in prayer. Every nook and 
corner was cleared out to make them 
closets for prayer; but this was not 
enough. One would sometimes stum- 
ble over them in the evening on the 
stairsat prayer. He seems to have been 
sent out 8,000 miles to Persia to tell the 
people of this country how to pray.”’ 

“Some very interesting facts were 
stated by the Rev. Mr. Hadly. Two 
Sabbaths ago, he said, sixty-nine were 
received toa church in Amherst, Massa- 
chusetts; and this was only about half 
of the hopeful subjects of grace there. 
It was stated too at that meeting, that 
in another town ninety-nine had been 
received to the church; and the circum- 
stances there were remarkable. A few 
months ago religion was so prostrated. 
that it was doubtful whether the true 
gospel would be preached in that place, 
ora false. Religion had sunk very low, 
and, the: prospect ahead was very 
gloomy. A new house of worship had 
been built, and the pews taken out of 
the old." The young people assembled 
in that old house, and there had a dance! 
One young lady went into the pulpit, 
and from that sacred place said— If I 
am not saved, 1 don’t know who will 
be; for I have danced in the pulpit!’ 
Not long after she was taken sick, and 
drew near todeath. She was asked if 
she thought she was prepared to die, 
and she answered—‘ No!’ And so she 
died !—But even there God has sent 
down his Spirit, and wrought a great 
work. . Let Christians never despair.”’ . 


If I have faith in Christ, I shall love 
him; if I love him, I shall keep his com- 
mandments; if I do not keep his com- 


mandments, I do not.love him; if I do 
| not love him, I do not believe in him. 


hope, under the blessing of God, that | 


THE TWO DOVES AND CHILD. 
Most of our readers, says the Edinburgh 
Witness, must be acquainted with the ex- 
quisite passage in the diary of James Mel- 
ville, in which he relates the brief b®tory 
of his “little son Andro,’’ lent him for a 
short season, and then taken away. We 
must, however, submit it to them, mainly 
for the sake of such of the number as may 
be unacquainted with it, but also that side 
by side with Mrs. Stuart Menteath’s ver- 
sion, it may be seen what genuine poetry 
it becomes when rendered into harmonious 
and tasteful verse. 
bern,’ says the gentle Melville, 
‘‘was fallon beautifull, loving, and mirrhie, 
and seimed to be of a fyne sanquiue consti- 


tution till a quarter efter he was speaned; 
but syne, both his fleche and cullor fealed, 


and be the space of a quarter of yeir he con- 


sumed and dwyned away, keiping always the 
sweetest and pleasentest ei that could be in 
annes heid. I was accustomed toset him at 
the end of the table in tyme of denner and 
supper, as the Egyptiens did the picture of 
the dead, till aquint me therewith; and yit 
when he died, I marvelet at my awin hart, 
that was sa urened and moved with it, sa that 
yit when I write this I am not frie of the 
boundings of the bowelles of that natural 
affection, And if we, that are eardlie 
wormes, can be sa affected to our childring, 
what a love beares that Heavenly Father to 
his? He was my first propine and handsell to 
heaven. I can nocht forget a strange thing 
at his his death. I haid a pair of fyne milk- 
whait dowes, whilk I fed in the hous: the 
ane whairof that day of his deathe could 
nocht be holden aff his cradle, but stopped 
from sitting above it, crap in and satt in 
under it, and died with him: the uther, at 
my hame-coming on the morn, as I was 
washing my hands cam, lighted at my futt, 
and peteously crying ‘ Pipe, pipe, pipe,’ ran 
a litle away from me. Then I called for 
peyes and beanes to giff it; but they schew 
me it wold nocht eatt. I tuk it upe, and put 
pikles in the mouthe of it, bot it schuk them 
out of the throt; and parting from me with a 
pitifull piping, within twa or three hours died 
also! ” 


Let the reader now mark the genuine 
pathos which breathes from this simple and 
affecting story, when rendered into verse. 


_ THE CHILD OF JAMES MELVILLE. 
«One time my soul was pierced as with a sword, 
Contending still with men untaught and wild, 
When He who to the prophet lent his gourd, 
Gave me the solace of a pleasant child. . 


A summer gift my precious babe was given, 

A very summer fragrance was its life; 

Its clear eyes soothed me as the blue of heaven, 
When home F turned—a weary man of strife, 


With unformed laughter, musically sweet, 
How soon the wakening babe would meet my kiss, 


With outstretched arms its careworn father greet, 
Oh ! in the desert what a spring was this! 


A few short months it blossomed near my heart, 
A few short months, else toilsome all and sad; 
But that home solace nerved me for my part, 
And of the babe I was exceeding glad! 


Alas, my pretty bud, scarce found, was dying, 
(The prophet’s gourd. it withorod-in-o-might;)- 
And He who gave me all, my heart’s pulse trying, 
Took gently home the child of my delight. 


Not rudely called, not suddenly it perished, 

But gradual faded from our love away ; 

As if still secret dews, its life that cherished, 
Were drop by drop withheld, and day by day. 


My blessed Master saved me from repining, 
So tenderly He sued me for His own; 

So beautiful he made my babe’s declining, 
Its dying bless’d me as its birth had done! 


And daily to my board at noon and even, 

Our fading flower I bade his mother bring, 
That we might commune of our rest in Heaven, 
Gazing a while on death, without its sting. 


And of the ransom for that baby paid, . 

So very sweet at times our converse seemed, 
That the sure truth of grief a gladness made, 
Our little lamb by God’s own Lamb redeemed! 


There were two milk-white doves my wife had 
nourished. 

And I, too, loved erewhile at times to stand, 
Marking how each the other fondly cherished, 
And fed them from my baby’s dimpled hand. 
So tame they grew, that to his cradle flying, 
Full oft they cooed him to his noon-tide rest ; 
And to the murmurs of his sleep replying, 

Crept gently in, and nestled on his breast. 
*T was a fair sight, the snow-pale infant sleeping, 
So fondly guarded by these creatures mild; 
Watch o’er his closed eyes their bright eyes keeping : 
Wondrous the love betwixt the birds and child! 


Still as he sickened, seemed the doves, too, dwining, 
_Forsook their food, and loathed their pretty play ; 

And on the day he died, with sad note pining, 

One gentle bird would not be frayed away. 


His mother found it when she rose, sad hearted, 
At early dawn, with sense of nearing ill ; 
And when at last the little spirit parted, 

The dove died too, asif of its heart’s chill. 


The other flew to meet my sad home riding, 

As with a human sorrow in its coo: 

To my dead child and its dead mate then guiding, 

. Most pitifully plained and parted too. 

’T was my first handsel and. propine to Heaven ; 
And as I laid my darling neath the sod, 

Precious His comforts !—once an infant given, 
And offered with two turtle doves to God.” 


CHRIST OUR REFUGE. 


A man standing near the north pole, 

and feeling a few warm rays of thesun 

struggling in upon him, would naturally 

think that it would be good to go near 
theirsource. He might in fact conclude, 

as he feels the power of the unrelenting 
frost, by which he was surrounded, that 
he could not get too near a body emit- 
ting such genial and reviving beams. 

But if he should proceed southward, he 

would find that body lifting itself from 
the earth; and as it rose in height above’ 
his head, pouring down rays whose con- 
centrated fire he could in no wise en- 
dure. The uncovered and vertical sun 

would reveal itself to him as a very dif- 
ferent thing from the luminary he saw 

parallel with his horizon, and whose rays 

only came to him through a long jour- 

ney of earthly mist and frost. 

‘The sinner, as he feels the rays of 
God’s benevolence falling upon him in 
a world where: his eyes are dimmed 
with earthly mists, and all his sensations 
are blunted by the chilly fogs of his own 
and others’ selfishness, thinks it no diffi- 
cult matter for him to love God; and in 
his shortsightedness imagines he should 
love to be near him. But if by any 
means he gets a closer and more un- 
mixed perception of God as he is, and 
finds that his character burns upon him 
with a consuming intensity which he 
would hide himself in the centre of the 
earth to escape. The moment God 
comes near him with the blazing beams 
of his infinite justice and holiness, he. 1s 
in hell. Immediate contact or near ap- 
proach to such a being are of all things 
what he cannot endure. 

~ ‘There is one mode by which the sin- 
ner‘can come near to God, so as to be 
a partaker of his light and life, and yet 
‘not be consumed. God of his infinite 


mercy has provided that way. Shelter- 
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| which has recently been thoroughly repair- | condemned Hindoo was shortly after- 


| ed in Jesus Christ, the infinite Saviour, 


he may draw near with “confidence,” 
es, with boldness, and be warmed into 
ife and comfort. 

With propriety, then may Christ be 
called the “Ark of Safety,” “our Re- 
fuge,”’ and our “Rock.”’ Sheltering us 
at the same time from the power of this 
world and the great adversary, and 
from the consuming justice of the Infi- 
nite One. And yet sinners slight that 
Saviour, and yet professing Christians 
bury themselves in worldly schemes till 
they are saturated witha worldly spirit, 


| salvation! 


and become half torpid to the power of 
the Saviour’s love. 


Dr. Chalmers and Dr. Duff. 


To the Editor of the Edinburgh Witness, 
My Dear Sir—After so recently 
hearing the powerful and eloquent ad- 


dresses of our return fl missionary, 


Dr. Duff, on his return fraliifadia, it has 
occurred to me that it may De interesting 
to your readers, and useftt to the cause 
for which he has been pleading, to lay 
before them the short notes I took at the 
time, of Dr. Chalmers’ sermon and ad- 
dress on ordaining Dr. Duff, now nearly 
twenty-one years ago,and when the 
cause of foreign missions was not in such 
odour nor so supported as it is now. 


“Wednesday, 12th August, 1829.— 
At St. George’s Church this forenoon 
Dr. Chalmers preached an eloquent dis- 
course on 2 Corinthians iv. 2, and then 
ordained and addressed Mr. Alexander 
Duff as first missionary to India from 


remarked that there was a morality re- 
cognised by all men, and imprinted on 


the vocabulary of every language. The 
feeling of a judge in the breast ex- 
ists not apart from the feeling of a Judge 
above. In speaking of a reigning God 
there is a felt harmony between the 
savage and the sermon of the Christian. 
The man who offers me the picture of 
what I am within, carries conviction of 
the knowledge he possesses—of the felt 
force of the disease and its remedy. 
There are fine touches of description of 
this in the Bible. The self-evidencing 
power—the divinity of the Bible— 
may be read in its own pages. One 
may remember the day when dim and 
mystic seemed many passages which 
are now clearto him. The great in- 
struments of Christianization area Bible 
and a conscience, and a light to be 
struck by the Spirit of God, or rather, 
these are the only instruments both in 
and out of Christendom. We ask the 
clergy present, if their people were con- 
verted by the arguments of Paley? 
Was it by Butler? Was.it by plantin 
or placing a historic ladder before them 
Did they see the truth, mediately or im- 
mediately 2? Examine the library of a 
cottage patriarch, you will there find 
the. Flavels, the Richard Baxtere—not 
historical arguments. The Christianity 
of rational men is their’s—their’s is the 
salt of our religion—they are the glory 
and strength of Scotland ! 

Giving a missionary the Bible to 
pioneer his way, we transfer to other 
lands the very machinery which has 
succeeded in our own—translating it 
and disseminating it. If you charge 
missions of this kind with folly, you deny 
the success of the very same instruments 
which have succeeded at home. When 
the first missionaries went to Greenland 
they had raw mindstoworkon. They 
tried to implant ideas of natural religion 
first, and the Greenlandersdid not un- 
derstand them. They then went to the 
peculiar doctrines of Christianity, and 
used the phraseology of the Bible. 
They had felt the burden of sin, and 
they now understood the tidings of 
Who will say that this. 
visible change may uot be extended to 
the utmost bounds of the earth? The 
Moravians availed themselves of this 
Greenland experience as. a_ principle 
with the Esquimaux and the Hottentots. 
Many there are who nauseate the evan- 
gelism of this, who yet can admire the 
effects produced by it on savage life. 
They feel nature’s enmity against the , 
truth asit isin Jesus; but even the West 


the Moravians. And here we may ad- 
just the question whether we should. 
first seek to civilize or Christianise, The 
civilization isa graft on the Christianity. 
The Moravians are the oldest of the 
missionaries, and have had time to work 
up a more conspicuous result of their 
labours. They have had their day of 
odium. ‘The others have not yet had. 
time to rear the honeysuckle at every 
cottage door of their villages; but this 
is the mere finery—the sentimentalism 
of the subject, which makes the traveller 
indulge in strains of sweetest poesy. 
Had philosophers done this, what would - 
we have said? Otaheite was the select 
arena on which they tried their peculiar 
scheme, and there the rude characteris 


The holiness of their sabbath morn— 
the: chime of their worship-bell now 
bursts on the ear of the delighted _mari- 
ner. All this has been done, but then 
it has been done by a few poor mission- 
aries, who used mystic phrases and 
taught what our universities do not 
teach. Still, the majority of cultivated 
intellects in-our land is either in a state 
of contempt or hostility to missionary 
enterprises. But if all this had been 
done by philosophers, it would have 
sounded wide among the savans of our 
“The first mission from among us. 

sailed with men full of earthly hopes; 
and they were carried out in safety ; but 
disaster attended their mission for mony: 
years, till they pursued the right method. 
O ye who nauseate missions, would ye 
not in like manner-nauseate the minis- 
ter who speaks to you of, the state of 
your own souls! Death, remember, Is at 
your door ; and now is the day of salva- 
tion! 

- How delighted would this noble 
pleader of the cause of missions have 
been to have welcomed back Dr. Duff; 
but though dead he yet speaketh; and, 
his eloquence is not lost, as every thing 
ever uttered by him now carries addi- 
tional weight.  JoHn ANDERSON. 


Tt is the will of rel 
ing to! God; that I should: rejoice:con~ 
| tinually before him..in» thé-acceptance 
and possession of his grace.in Christ, as 
made unto.us wisdom, rightequsness, 


| sanctification and redemption.— Adam, 


the Church of Scotland. Dr. Chalmers . 


every conscience, and having a place in © 


India planters have sought the aid of — 


tics of the savage state have disappeared. 


d, and well-pleas- 
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SATURDAY, September 21, 


Peblished at Ghestsut street, South 


Cusisove on the Holston ordination is 
deferred until next week, a layman termi-. 
nating his remarks this week. 


Tus Late Dr. Cuyter.—The Rev. Dr.. 
Jones of Philadelphia delivered an appro- 
priate discourse on the evening of the 15th 
inst. on the death of this lamented and 
venerable father in the chatch. He pre- 
sented a succinct history of Dr. Cuyler, 
particularly during his long ministerial life, 
the success which had attended his labours, 
and gave an impressive narration of the 
scenes of his sick-chamber and of his edify- 
ing death. 


Cuanox or Retation.—The New-school 
Presbyterian church in Tiffen city, Ohio, 
formerly of the Presbytery of Huron, have 
put themselves under the care of the Old- 
school Presbytery of Marion. At the 
same meeting of the Presbytery of Marion, 
the Rev. R. B, Bemert of the New-school 
Presbytery | was received on 
examination," 


— 


Pizasant Sicns or Increaszr.—At a 
late meeting of the Presbytery of Cincin- 
nati, the Rev. Martin Schaad, of the Evan- 
gelical German Church, was received on 
examination, and fifty-six heads of families 
of the same church petitioned to be organ- 
ized into a Presbyterian church; and at 
the same meeting about fifty heads of fami- 
lies of the Welch Calvinistic Methodists 
made a similar request. 

Lanz Seminary.—The Theological chair 
in Lane Seminary, made vacant by the resig- 
nation of Dr. Beecher has been tendered to 
the Rev. Robert W. Patterson pastor of the 
Second New-school Presbyterian church in 


Chicago, Illinois. 


ARCHITECTURAL EmBELLISHMENTS.— The 
Puritan Recorder opposes the use of the 
cross as an architectural embellishment on 
churches; urging that it has the appear- 
ance of evil, and offends the consciences of 
many who regard its use as idolatrous. 


— 


Mission Cuurcues.—The Puritan Re- 
corder says:—‘ We learn by comparing the 
statistics of the General Association of 
Massachusetts with the abstract of the 
Forty-first annual Report of the American 
Board, that the number of persons received 
by profession to the eighty-five churches 
under the care of the American Board, 
exceeded by seven hundred and eighty- 
two the number received to the four hun- 


dredand fifty-eight Congregational churches 


in Massachusetts.’’ 


- 


A VeneraBLte Crercyman.—The Rev. 
Zechariah Greene, of Hempstead, Long 
Island, was present in the Fifteenth Street 
church, New York, last Sabbath; he is 
ninety years of age, and after the ser- 
mon by the pastor, he made a few per- 
tinent remarks and pronounced a benedic- 
tion. Few ministers attain this patriarchal 
age. 


Cuurcues 1n Newark, New Jerszy.— 
The population of this city is about forty 
thousand, and there are thirty-seven church 
buildings with organized churches. All of 
them enjoy stated preaching, and with two 
or three exceptions, they have settled pas- 
tors. Of these churches ten are Presby- 
terian, nine are Methodist, six are Episco- 
palian, three Reformed Dutch, three Roman 
Catholic, three Baptist, and one Univer- 
salist. This exhibits an unusual number 
of evangelical churches, with a very small 
proportion of others. | 


the last annual 
commencement of this institution in Sep- 
tember last, fourteen young gentlemen re- 
ceived the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 


A Provipence.—The Rev. Dr. Hamil- 
ton of Mobile, by a kind providence, made 
a narrow escape from sudden death. 
While riding in the country a large tree 
was blown down and struck the vehicle in 
which he was riding without touching 
his person. His horse affrighted by the 
crash, ran with violence some distance, but 
from this second danger he likewise es- 


caped. 
Generat Assemsiy. — (New-school.) 


The minutes of 1850 present the following 
statistics : 


Number of Synods : 20 
« __Presbyteries 102 
“ Ministers 1473 
“ Licentiates 137 
“ Candidates 60 
Churches 1568 
_ Added on Examination 5450 
Certificate 3945 
Total of Communicants, 139,797 
‘Of these 1473 ministers, 431 are settled 
pastors. | 


— 


 Tempsrance 1x Connecticur.—The 
friends of temperance in Connecticut are 
called to: meet in State Convention, at 
Hartford, on the 2d and 3d days of October 
for the purpose of considering the expe- 


diency of a struggle to obtain a prohibitory | 


law at the next State election. 


— — 


Tunes ar Oxrorv.—We have be- 
fore us a pamphlet printed in 1770, con- 
taining a sermon occasioned by the expul- 
sion of six young gentlemen, from the Uni- 
versity of Oxford for praying, reading, and 
expounding the Scriptures, and singing 
hymns in private houses. The counsel for 
the young men on their trial said, that if 
they. were expelled for having too-much. 
religion, it would be very proper to inquire 
into the conduct of sottie who had too little. 


It. wag also shown that another student had | 


spoken: .contemptuously of the Scriptures, | 
dnd *tidiculed ‘the. miracles: of: Moses and 
Christ, but he was ex¢used on the ground 
tha bad when he tered the of 


HOLY PBEACES. 
AP Correspondent very urgently desires 
ust give him and the readers of our 
paper, our views upon the propriety of 
letting churches for other than religious 


obvious of having the proprieties of the 
case ,well understood, that the decision 
may be made on well defined principles, 
‘and not left to be determined on each 

We are not disposed to attribute sanctity 
to church edifices in such a sense as to 
render their use for secular purposes, 
sacril@ze, unless the purposes themselves 
are objectionable. Thus it is certainly not 
improper that the house of God should be 
used for assemblies, the design of which is 
to promote his glory in the moral improve- 
ment of man. This will afford a principle 
on which to determine almost every appli- 
cation that will be made for the use of the 
church. Under this rule we would use a 
church for meetings in behalf of education, 
temperance, and also for concerts of sacred 
music; but we would not suffer it to be used 
for those exhibitions that are calculated to 
dissipate religious emotions; nor would we 
let it for meetings that are primarily de- 
signed to afford entertainment aside from 


would not have political meetings held in 


| the church. It is no place for them, nor 


for meetings of any sort, the memory of 
which would be apt to disturb the mind of 
the hearer the next Sabbath day in the 
midst of divine worship. — 

It is true that in many places in the 
country, the church is the only building of 
sufficient capacity to hold the assemblies 
that are often called together, and the 


there is a fitness in things that ought to be 
respected. And while there are some who 
have such a reverence for the brick and 
mortar that forbids them to use the church 
for any purpose but the stated worship of 
God, we should prefer to adopt their views, 
rather than the loose and injurious practice 
of those who make traffic of their place of 
worship, by letting it out for entertain- 
ments that are of doubtful propriety any 
where. 


STUDENTS IN COLLEGE. 
The Vermont Chronicle gives the fol- 
lowing comparison of the number of stu- 


dents in the New England Colleges, and. 


in Union College, New York, in 1840, and. 


in 1847: 
1840. 1847. 


Harvard, . 244 270 
Yale, ‘ . ‘ 429 379 
Dartmouth, . 3840 201 
Williams, . ° 155 176 
Amherst, . ° . 169 156 
Brown, . 172 140 
Union, 278 299 
Bowdoin, 150 141 
Middlebury, 46 60 
University of Vermont, 110 OF 


2093 1913 

Tha late Report of the Corporation of 
Brown University shows that this decrease 
has been going on for the last twenty years. 
It also states that six New England Theo- 
logical Seminaries have together only eight 
more students than they had twenty years 
ago. 

It thus appears that while our popula- 
tion has been increasing at a wonderful 
ratio, the number of students at our lite- 
rary institutions has been falling off. 

The Report proceeds to state, that there 
is a falling off in the number of educated 
men in the country; that the professions 
are becoming less attractive, and the ho- 
nours of office are obtained more readily by 
the successful merchant and manufacturer, 
than by the professional men. 

If the statistics above are all that have 
been’ gathered and compared, they appear 
to us insufficient to form the basis of a safe 
calculation. No general principles de- 
duced from these data would be reliable. 
The facts are too sectional and _ local. 
While these colleges may have an aggre- 
gate of students less than in 1840, it must 
be recollected that new colleges have been 


_| founded, and young institutions have grown 


into importance, so that the number of 
young men pursuing their collegiate studies 
may be, and no doubt is much greater 
than it was ten years ago. In 1840, there 
were undoubtedly more students from the 
South in New England Colleges than now, 
and the falling off may be explained inde- 
pendently of the causes assigned by Dr. 
Wayland’s report. 


UNITY OF THE HUMAN RACE. 

We are pleased to learn that Dr. 
Smyth’s recent work on the unity of the 
human race is about to be re-published in 
Edinburgh, where it has been favourably 
noticed by some of the leading and master 
minds in the Free Church. It was noticed 
briefly and favourably in our paper on its 
first appearance, and we take the opportu- 
nity of again directing attention to it, as an 
able and conclusive refutation of the infidel 
argument of Professor Agassiz and others 
which in despite of Scripture would make 
the races of men of different blood, and 
trace them to different origins. Professor 
Agassiz professes not to be an unbeliever, 
and yet he has lent the influence of his re- 
putation to the subversion of one of the 
plainest teachings of Scripture. Dr. Smyth 
meets him and his co-adjutors at all points, 
and not only establishes the scriptural state- 
ment, bat wields a true science against a 
science falsely so called. Weare surprized 
at the slender grounds on which scientific 


‘| men are ready to erect a theory, and at the 


reckless boldness with which, at the 
hazard of reputation, they publish their 
immature thoughts to the world. We 
advise them in their future tilts, not to 
endanger the little brains they may possess 
by, running against a stone wall. The 
Scriptures are impregnable, and they are 
impregnable because they are true. They 
have withstood all previous assaults; the 


severer'the test to which they have been 


subjected the more signal has been their 
triumph, and the very science which has 
been appealed to for the overthrow of their 
authority; has ultimately turned out to be 
their handmaid. 


fensive words. © | 


purposes. Frequently there’is a difference 
| of opinion between the pastor and the trus- 
‘| tees on the subject, and the necessity is 


the moral benefit of the people. We 


house is therefore often-in demand, for: 
secular as well as religious meetings. But. 


| reception. 


” ‘We are happy to learn from a note recent- | 
ly réceived from Dr. Smyth, that his gene- } talent to trust only in an almighty arm. If 


ral health has been much benefitted by his 


: voyage to Europe, although his particular 


affection is not entirely removed. It is the 
prayer of many that his valuable life may 
long be preserved to the church. 


POPULAR ERROR. 

It is deplorable to witness the ignorance 
of all true distinctive religion, which 
characterizes many of our most distinguish- 
ed public men, and the reckless boldness 
with which they speak on subjects of deep 
moment which they do not understand. 
They would not venture an opinion on 
any point of law without previous study, 
aware that their reputation might be 
jeoparded, should they betray ignorance. 
Without, however, any just knowledge of 
God’s word which they have never made 
a subject of study, they fear not to mis- 
quote it and wretchedly to pervert it. 
The debates of Congress have, in more 


than one instance, revealed matters of 


this kind which have grieved the Chris- 
tian, and afforded merriment to the un- 
godly. The position of a member of 
Congress imparts more than ordinary 
influence to his utterances; and if these 
should favour a false and dangerous 
theology, there are many who are ready 
to fortify themselves in error under such 
authority. An instance of the fault on 
which we animadvert is of recent occur- 
rence. A distinguished gentleman of 
Pennsylvania in announcing in the House 
the decease of a colleague, pronounced his 
eulogium, saying, in conclusion, “that if 
the blessings of the unfortunate, and the 
sincere prayers of pure and grateful hearts 
can furnish a safe passport to a better 
world, his has been a happy exit from 
this.” 

The obvious meaning of the gentlemen 
was, that benevolence is a passport to 
heaven. This surely is not the teaching 
of Scripture, and if so,~whence did he de- 
rive the information on this vital point, 
which he undertakes to communicate to 


the world. Salvation is not the result of 


personal merit, but of free grace. No sin- 
ner can make atonement for his sin, and 
make compensation to the violated law of 
God, by any after work of his own, how- 
ever benevolent and amiable it may appear. 
Faith in the Lord Jesus is indispensable, 
and unless our good works are the result of 
such faith, they will utterly fail of divine 
Not our works, but Jesus is 
the way to heaven, our passport to the 
skies. 


THE DEFECTION OF PROFESSOR SHERER. 
The letter of our Paris correspondent 
will be read with painful interest. The 


| theological school of Geneva, planted in the 
| midst.of infidelity and rationalism, was an 


oasis in the desert to which the gaze of 
evangelical Christians in all countries was 
turned with delight, while high expectations 
were entertained of the rich fruits it was in 
future to yield. The fair prospect has been 
partially obscured. The wily serpent has 
intruded into this garden of the Lord as he 
did into the primitive paradise, and his mis- 
chievous designs were partially accom- 
plished before he was excluded. Our cor- 
respondent sufficiently characterizes the 
theory of Professor Sherer. It is based on 
vital error, inasmuch as it is a denial of 
fundamental principles. Impugning the 
inspiration of the Scriptures, it at once 
overthrows their supreme authority. It 
is a poor compensation to admit that they 
are valuable, chiefly as containing the facts 
of the Christian religion, for upon whose au- 
thority are we to believe that they contain 
these facts, or that they embody any true sys- 
tem of religion? Is Professor Sherer good 
authority onthis point? Surely, if God has 
not authoritatively spoken in the Scriptures, 
it matters little how much or how little of 
them we credit. If they simply owe their 
authorship to fallible men, they may embrace 
as much error as truth, and it must be left 
to each one’s sagacity to form the line of 
demarcation, and to select and determine 
for himself. Hence there will be as many 
creeds as minds, and there will be no tri- 
bunal competent to decide which is right 
and which is wrong. We refer to this ob- 
vious consequence for the purpose of show- 
ing that the error is a fundamental one 
which divests the Scriptures of their divine 
authority as an inspired message. The 
flood-gates of wild speculation are thrown 
wide open, all certainty is at an end, and 
sinners may put the anxious inquiry, “what 
must I do to be saved?” without the possi- 
bility of resolving their doubts. In intro- 


| ducing such doctrine into the school at 


Geneva, Professor Sherer has acted in bad 
faith and abused the confidence reposed in 
him. If he was not a disguised ration- 
alist when he entered the institution, thus 
being guilty of a purposed deception and 
imposition, he was at least culpable in 
covertly teaching newly adopted views, in 
opposition to his original pledge, either ex- 
pressed or implied, that he would teach the 
orthodox faith. He may vainly imagine 
that his change is owing to increased light 
and advanced progress, but it is a backward 
movement, which has brought him into the 
fetid bogs and miry clay of German apos- 
tacy, in which he must have seen many 
flounder to their own destruction. His 
dereliction of duty once detected, he now 
feels free to run into the wildest excesses, 
and it will be contrary to all former facts in 
such cases if he does not soon take rank 


with the worst disciples of German rational- 


ism. He is rallying a party around him, 
each one inspired with his own zeal in per- 
petrating mischief to the souls of men. He 
has gone out from us because he was not of 
us. While we pity and emphatically con- 
demn his course, we are not disposed to 
view his apostacy with its consequences in 
the same sad light with our correspondent. 
The church which is built on the founda- 
tion of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus 
Christ being the chief corner-stone, is for- 


‘ever safe whoever may apostatize from it; 


and perhaps the safer when its concealed 
enemies are compelled to declare them- 
selves. , Surely it is better that they should 
carry on there hostile operations outside 
rather than inside of its walls. God’s pro- 
vidence has always-a pregnant meaning 
when he siftsthe church. The true-heart- 
ed are incited under such circumstances to 
examine themselves, to walk warily and 
humbly, and instead of trusting in men of 


Pofessor Sherer is to gather disciples from 
the church of Geneva and France, the little 
flock will be purer and happier without 
them than with them, and the leaders of 
that flock will no doubt be more devout, 
more earnest, and more zealous for the pre- 
cious truth of God. We look forward with 
hope to the good fruits which shall result to 
the church of Geneva from this apparently 
adverse event. 


EPISCOPAL CHURCH INTELLIGENCE. 

Bishop McIlvaine of Ohio commends to 
his church the proposal for a conference of 
Christians of all nations, to be held in Lon- 
don next spring, during the great exhibi- 
tion of manufactures. | 

The Annual Convention of the diocese 
of New York meets in St. John’s Chapel, 
New York, on Wednesday next. It is 
rumoured that the resignation of the late 
Bishop Onderdonk will be communicated 
at that time, that the “church without a 
Bishop’’ may be relieved from its present 
anomalous position. 

At the Convention of the Episcopal 
Church in Western New York, which was 
held in Geneva, August 21st, the Bishop 
modestly styled his charge the “Model 
Diocese.’”? A correspondent of the Pro- 
testant Churchman gives the following 
description of the Convention Sermon : 


‘‘] have seldom, if ever, listened to a more 
thorough out-and-out ultra Laudian dis- 
course ; full of sectarian bigotry , anti-Chris- 
tian; anti-spiritual; not a word about the 
Saviour and faith; but its beginning and 
end—its first and last—its all in all—was 
the Church, and the rich blessings of 
Churchianity.” 

The Western Episcopalian describes a 
sermon by the Lord Bishop of Jamaica, on 


a recent visit to the United States, and 
says: 

‘‘Of the sermon itself you may judge if 
you can, when | inform you that the first 
part of it had reference particularly to the 
calamity with which the nation has recently 
been visited in the death of General Taylor, 
while the last part of it was on the subject 
of baptismal regeneration.” 


= 


MOVEMENTS AMONG THE JEWS. 

A recent occurrence among the Jews in 
the city of Albany is justly exciting great 
attention among that people, whose every 
movement ought to be regarded with inte- 
rest by all Christians. A public discussion 
was in progress between the Rev. Dr. Ra- 
phael, and the Rev. Mr. Poznanski, and in 
the midst of the remarks by the former, he 
propounded to the assembly this question : 

“Do you believe in the coming of the 
Messiah ?”” 

To which question the Rev. Dr. Wise,a 
distinguished preacher among the Jews of 
Charleston, answered in a loud voice, 
“No.” 

Dr. Raphael then ‘asked, “Do you be- 
lieve in the resurrection of the dead 2” 

Dr. Wise again answered distinctly and 
firmly, “ No.” 

What makes these answers the more re- 
markable and suggestive is the fact that 
Dr. Wise was at this moment the candi- 
date for settlement in a Jewish congrega- | 
tion where some were supposed to give 
an unwilling assent to the Jewish faith as 
it stands. The truth of the statement 
above made is certified by the President, 
and by the minister of the congregation in 
whose synagogue the discussion was held, 
and sworn to by them before a notary pub- 
lic. | 

Dr. Wise, in a number of the Occident, 
subsequent to the one in which the facts 
above are communicated, denies having 
answered Vo to the former question, but 
admits that he expressed his disbelief in the 
resurrection of the dead, It is also under- 
stood that there are many Jews who hold 
the same opinions. 

The Jews in and about Cincinnati 
have been maturing arrangements for a 
hospital for those of their faith who may 
need its advantages. In urging this 
subject, the Occident says that the Jews 
do not wish to be disturbed in their 
last moments by zealots who prowl about 
hospitals, and would not hesitate to “bap- 
tize, as they call it, a Jew, heretic or 
infidel, to prepare his soul for heaven.” 

James Rothschild has made a munificent 
donation for the foundation of a Jewish hos- 
pital in Paris; the consistory waited on 
him in a body, and returned thanks for his 
generosity. The gift is of three contiguous 
houses and lots laid out in gardens, walks, 
&c., making a fine establishment for the 
purpose. 

The Elm Street synagogue in the city 
of New York, a venerable place of wor- 
ship for the Israelites, is to yield to the 
rail road demands for room; and the con- 
gregation having sold out, are to build on 
Green street, near Prince. 

The Occident urges on the Jews the im- 
portance of sustaining schools for their 
children. They feel that sending their 
children to schools with Christian youth, 
exposes them to become enlightened and 
converted. 

_ Aseries of letters is in course of publi- 
cation by the Occident, addressed to the 
Rev. M. R. Miller, our missionary among 
the Jews in New York city. The letters 
are a spirited defence of Judaism, and a 
vigorous assault upon the gospel narratives. 
They are interesting to show the tenacity 
of the Jewish mind, while the veil is still 
upon their hearts. 

The Synod of New York last autumn 
adopted an address to the Jews which was 
widely published. We understand that a 
reply to it will be laid before the Synod at 
its next meeting, which is to be held in 
October. The discussion thus conducted 
will attract attention, and cannot fail of use- 
fulness. Mr. Miller, our missionary, is 
writing in the Occident to the Jews, and 
has a respectful hearing accorded to him, 

while his views are met by editorial 
strictures. 

We mention these facts with the hope of 
turning the minds of our people towards 
this intensely interesting people. They 
are few in number, but they are objects of 
anxious watchfulness in heaven. May the 
remnant be gathered in. | 

Just here we would say that the repre- 
sentatives of converted Jews sent among 
our churches are often unqualified to se- 
cure the respect of our people. They ex- 
cite prejudice rather. A few weeks ago 
we heard one of them who made an earnest 

appeal in behalf of his kinsmen, and then 


from the desk offered to bet with his hear- 


dent. 


ers, that if they would take his advice they 
would convert ten thousand Jews ina year! 
Our Board has a mission vigorously at 
work among this people, and our churches 
will be doing well, and acting safely, when 
they contribute to its support. 

Meetine ‘or THE American Boarp oF 
Missions.—-The American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions commenced 
its annual sitting at Oswego, on Tuesday, 
10th inst. The President, Hon. Mr. Fre- 
linghuysen, presided.. The assemblage 
was large, and there were present 53 Cor- 
porate Members of the Board, 213 Honorary 
Members, and 14 Returned Missionaries. 
The receipts of the Board during the year, 
ending July 31st, were from all sources, 
$251,862.28; while the expenditures for 
the same period were $254,329.35; the 
receipts being less than the expenditures by 
$2,467.07. The present indebtedness of 
the Board is $34,071.05. 

The annual sermon was preached by the 
Rev. Dr. Storrs. The discussions were 
pleasant and appropriate, without the intro- 
duction of those exciting topics which have 
rendered some of the former meetings of the 
Board so unpleasant. The next annual 
meeting will be held in Portland, Maine. 
The following summary exhibits the pre- 
sent state of the Board’s missionary op- 
erations. 


1, The Missions. 


Number of Missions, 24 
Stations, 106 
Out-stations, 28 


2. Labourers Employed. 
Number of ordained Missionaries,(9 being 
1 


Physicians.) 57 

Number of Licentiates, 2 

“ ‘¢ Physicians not ordained, 7 

66 ‘¢ other Male Assistants, 

‘¢ Female Assistants, 204 
Whole number of labourers sent from 

this country. 395 

Number of Native Pastors, 6 

other Native Preachers, 22 

“ “‘ other Native Helpers, 94 

~Whole number of Native Assistants, 122 
“ ‘¢ labourers connected with the 

Missions, 517 


3. The Press. 
Number of Printing Establishments, 12 
Pages printed last year 37,644,828 
from the beginning, 822,105,678 
4, The Churches. 
Number of Churches, 85 
Church Members, 25,875 
Added during the year, 1,967 
5. Educational Department, 

Number of Seminaries, 7 
other Boarding-Schools, 22 

“¢s Free Schools, (388 supported 
by Hawaiian Government, ) 649 
Number of Pupils in Seminaries,(64 do) 339 
in Boarding-Schools 755 
Free Schools, (11,782) 20,636 
Number of Pupils in all the Schools, 21,730 


Expression OF Opinion.—Haynau, the 
Austrian general, whose barbarities to the 
poor Hungarians won for him the appro- 
priate soubriquet of the Hyena or butcher, 
miscalculating the public sentiment in civil- 
ized countries, recently visited England, 
and wishing to inspect one of the mammoth 
breweries, it soon became known to the 
workmen who their visiter was, when 
such a storm arose, that it was with diffi- 
culty that he escaped, by aid of the police, 
from the infuriated mob. We justify no 
mob violence, because it is too often blind 
and indiscriminating in its application, yet 
surely in this case it happened to take a 
ight direction. Should such a miscreant 
tenture to land on our shores, he would no 
doubt fare much worse. 


Pictures.—More than half a million 
dollars were expended for pictures at a re- 
centauction in Europe. The pictures were 
not numerous, and some single ones brought 
as much as fifteen thousand dollars! _ Of 
course the purchasers were kings and 
nobles. As the taste for the fine arts in- 
creases in this country, persons are to be 
found who give high prices for such arti- 
cles, and the European mania for choice 
paintings, for it is nothing less than a mania, 
may be expected to show itself. It is 
supreme folly to suppose that any piece of 
canvass however embellished, can be worth 
twenty or thirty thousand dollars, and it will 
be a hard thing for those who purchase at 


such prices, to give an acceunt of their 


stewardship to God. 


AnpovEeR TueEotocicaL Seminary.—At 
the anniversary exercises, Dr. Edward 
Beecher, of Boston, delivered an address on 
Protestant Missions. Rev. G. A. Calhoun, 
of Coventry, Connecticut, preached before 
the Alumni. The Rev. Dr. William B. 
Sprague, of Albany, delivered the annual 
address before the Porter Rhetorical So- 
ciety, on Pulpit Eloquence, his address 
being a model of his theme. Eighteen 
young men completed their course of study 
at the Seminary. Professor Stowe, re- 
cently of Lane Seminary, Ohio, has been 
elected Professor of Hebrew Literature. 


Tue Cueroxers.—The following ac- 
count from a New Orleans paper will be 
read with interest by all who have anxious- 
ly watched the progress of civilization 
among this important tribe of Indians. 


Every thing is, as usual, quiet in the 
country about us, and the Indians especially 


are making rapid advances, by means of in- | 


stitutions of learning. ‘The Cherokees have 
two magnificent buildings at Park Hill, 
erected at a cost of about $40,000 each, in- 
tended for schools, at which two hundred 
pupils may be boarded and educated, at the 
expense of the nation. — 

The financial condition of that people is 
not very flourishing at present, but it is ex- 
pected that some arrangement will soon be 
made enabling their government to carry 
out its plans respecting these schools. The 
appropriation about to be made by Congress 
will be in fulfilment of the stipulations of the 
treaty of 1836, which gives them seven mil- 
lions of. acres of land and five millions of 
dollars, for the country they abandoned, and 
will be paid out to individuals of that nation. 
Joho Ross is at present chief of that nation, 
and at each.election receives a still higher 
vote. The “Ross” and “ Ridge” parties no 
longer exist, and the people are gradually 
advancing in learning and morals. 

_ A fund of $7500 supports twenty-one free 
schools, under the control of a superinten- 
I am told that the teachers are equal 
to any employed in that business, and that 
the text books are such as are used in the 
schools of Arkansas. Each teacher re- 
ceives a salary of about forty dollars per 
month. Many of the more advanced of 
their youth attend the Seminaries at Fayette- 
ville, in this State. ~[ have been particular 
in mentioning these facts, as I have a Yankee 
notion that to tell what kind of education 
the children receive, is in a great measure 
to describe the parents. I had intended to 
mention that the Cherokee alphabet, invent- 


-not yet known. 


»*> 


ed by George Guess, is not taught at the 
a schools, as it is so simple as to be 
taught in a few lessons, and many adults 
and others: learn it by attending Sunday 


school two or three times, after that, all one 


has to do is to take up the book and read. 


PresByTERIAL AcapEMy IN West 
sEY.—It was some time since announced to 
our readers, that the Presbytery of West Jer- 
sey, at its meeting in April last, resolved 
to establish a Classical and Scientific Acad- 
emy, of a high order, and to locate it in 
Bridgeton, New Jersey. The design of the 
Presbytery in founding such an institution 
is to furnish to the youth of West Jersey 
ample facilities for a thorough academical 
education; and to unite with intellectual 
culture a careful religious training. 

It is proposed to erect a building adapt- 
ed to the wants of a first-rate Boarding 
School, and to do this, the Board of Trus- 
tees have estimated that ten thousand dol- 
lars will be necessary to cover all the ex- 
penses contingent to the purchase of a site, 
and the erection of the necessary buildings. 

We are gratified to learn, that in the 
town of Bridgeton alone, more than five 
thousand dollars have already been sub- 
scribed towards the proposed object; and 


it is expected that the subscription in that 


place will reach six thousand dollars. 

Should all the congregations belonging 
to the Presbytery, together with other 
friends of the good cause, contribute with 
proportionate liberality, the requisite sum 
will soon be secured, and that portion of 
West Jersey more immediately interested 
in the enterprise will soon enjoy, what it 
has never before possessed, a superior 
academy, in a central situation, and on a 
permanent basis, managed by men of har- 
monious views, and blending sound reli- 
gious instruction with high scholastic cul- 
ture. We know of no scheme more like- 
ly to benefit the country now covered by 
the Presbytery of West Jersey, than that 
of its contemplated Academy; and we bid 
a cordial ‘‘ God speed”’ to this philanthropic 
and Christian enterprise. 


ComPaRATIVE CRIME IN THE CITIES.— 


The Puritan Recorder deplores the state 
of morals in Philadelphia. We should 
certainly be thankful for its sympathies, 
and yet the tender of them would have 
been more appropriate at a time when the 
Webster and Pearson murders were less 
fresh in the memory of the public. Phila- 
delphia has a stride or two to make before 
it overtakes the moral city of Boston. It 
is bad enough, and yet we firmly believe 
that there is not a city in the world, with 
the exception of one of its outlying districts, 
where there is more order, more public 
virtue, or better security for property or life. 
The present movement in Philadelphia to 
embrace the districts under one police 
regulations will, it is thought, give an effec- 
tual check to the suburban rowdies, whose 
disorderly conduct is now laid to the 
charge of the city proper. __ 


LiseraL Bequest.—Mr. Wm. Hay, who 
died on the 10th of July last, at Northville, 
Michigan, left the whole of his estate, 
amounting to between fifteen and twenty 
thousand dollars, to the Boards of the Pres- 


byterian Church, to be distributed by the . 


Presbytery of Michigan. It is stated that he 
had committed the whole of the Scriptures to 
memory. 


CuMBERLAND PrEsBYTERIAN 
The Cumberland Presbyterian Church has 
been organized forty years, there are in con- 
nection with the Church nineteen Synods, 
seventy-five Presbyteries, about eight hun- 
dred and sixty ordained ministers, two hun- 
dred and ten licentiates, one hundred and 


ninety candidates for the ministry, twelve 


hundred and fifiy congregations, and eighty 
thousand members. 


Erelesinstical Record. 


We understand that the Rev. Dr. Willis 

Lord of Philadelphia, has received a unan- 
imous call to become the pastor of the 
First Congregational church in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. The result of this application is 
Should it lead to the 
severance of his present relations, we 
should deeply regret the loss of such a 
man from our community and still more 
his loss to the Presbyterian Church. 
_ The Rev. A. E. Thom has been invited 
to the Presidency of Union Seminary, 
Maury county, and to the charge of Beth- 
esda church. 

The Rev. D. G. Doak has been invited 
to take charge of Zion church, and will 
enter upon his labours the first of October. 

The Rev. A. A. Mathes has received 
and accepted a call from Hopewell church ; 
his post-office is Lynnville, Giles county. 

The Rev. Henry Reeves has received 
and accepted a call from the Presbyterian 
church at Belvidere, New Jersey. 

The Rev. E. C. Wines has received a 
unanimous call to the Presbyterian church 
of East Hampton, Long Island. Prof. 
Wines has long been known as a teacher 
of youth, and his lectures on the Polity of 
the Hebrew Commonwealth, have: given 
him a reputation for learning. az 

The Rev. Thomas H. Skinner, D.D., 
will temporarily fill the chair of Theology 
in the New York Union Theological Semi- 
nary until a successor to the late Professor 
White is appointed. 

On the 29th of August, the Rev. J. 
Edwin Miller of Belvidere, New Jersey, 
was installed pastor of the Second Sparta 
church, Livingston county, New York, by 
a Committee of the Presbytery of Steuben. 
The Rev. J. C. Van Liew of the Geneseo 
Academy, proposed the constitutional ques- 
tions and gave the charge to the pastor; the 
Rev. George D. Stewart of Conquest 
preached the sermon, and gave the charge 


to the people. The Rev. Thomas Aiken, 


of the First Sparta church, took part in 
the devotional exercises. . 

- The Rev. T. M. Stone has accepted a 
Professorship in South Hanover College. 
His post-office address is South Hanover, 
Indiana. 

The Rev. Dr. Jephtha Harrison has re- 
ceived and accepted a unanimous call from 
the Presbyterian church at Aberdeen Mis- 
sissippi. His post-office address is Aber- 


deen, Mississippi. 

The pastoral relation between the Rev. 
J. J. Scott, and the churches of Monroe 
and Feesburg, has been dissolved by the 
Presbytery of Cincinnati. 3 


Inspiration of the Soriptures. 


[CORRESPONDENCE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN.) 

Professor Scherer’s Theory, and his new Monthly. 

Pants, dugust 31, 1850. 

Messrs Editors—The controversy raised 
by Professor Scherer, at Geneva, on the 
subject of Inspiration, becomes increasingly 
serious. Mr. Scherer, and some others, 
pastors or professors, who participate more 
or less in his principles, have just establish- 
ed a new monthy periodical at Strasburg, 
under the title of Review of Theology and 
Philosophy. Two numbers of this periodi- 
cal have already been published—the July 
and August numbers. 

On reading them, a person is really 
frightened at the rapidity with which the 
negative conclusions, drawn from Mr. 
Scherer’s doctrine, are spreading. The 
new Review, all of a sudden, transfers into 
the midst of us, by means of men, several 
of whom have occupied a distinguished 
rank in our revival, the boldest, and at times 
the most negative ideas and manner of Ger- 
man criticisim. 

You are aware that Mr. Scherer totally 
denies the inspiration of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. He see nothing more in the New 
Testament than the depository of Christian 
- revelation, drawn at its source, and conse- 
quently, in its greatest purity. The New 
Testament thus preserves, as for Mr. Sche- 
rer, great importance as a historical tes- 
timony; but it is wrong to attribute to it the 
value ofan infallibletestimony. The apos- 
tles surpass other Christians only in their 
personal knowledge and piety. More than 
one-third of the New Testament is either 
unhesitatingly rejected, like 2d epistle of 
Peter, or treated as but little worthy of cre- 
dit, like the Apocalypse. As to the Old 
Testament, the Review disposes of it still 
less respectfully. It speaks of the pro- 
phetic and Mosaic writings, as we might 
speak of those of Hesiod and Homer, or but 
little differently. The Old Testament is no 
more than a sort of epopee, in which the 
divine and supernatural element is scarcely 
discernible. | 

While they deny the inspiration of the 
Scriptures, Mr. Scherer and the Review 
retain Christian revelation, and redemption 
by Jesus Christ. The latter speaks of the 
person and work of Christ, with faith, with 
respect ; and while discriminating itself from 
orthodoxy, as to the method it follows for 
discovering truth, it discriminates itself from 
rationalism, as to the results at which it 
arrives. The Christian sentiments of Mr. 
Scherer cannot be called in question by any 
body. But the question is, Will these sen- 
timents which have unfolded themselves 
under the influence of his former convictions, 
maintain themselves when associated with 
his new convictions? and above all, will 
these sentiments pass over to those of his 
disciples who have not commenced, like 
their master, with a belief of. inspiration? 

It is to be feared that these questions 
must be answered negatively; my fears, in 
regard to this, have been greatly augment- 
ed by reading the first two numbers of the 
Review, especially the second, which pro- 
ceeds still farther than the first in the way 
of negations. 
inspiration which it opposes; it opposes 
even the notion of authority. This is the 
very basis of the new doctrine. It attacks 
inspiration only for the sake of attacking 
authority. The second number of the Re- 
view contains a long article by Mr. Scherer, 
at once confused and inconsiderate, the 
leading idea of which is, that the notion of 
faith and that of authority are contradictory; 
whence it follows, that a person deviates 
from the truth, not only by believing on the 
authority of the apostles, but even by believ- 
ing on the authority of Christ. We ought not 
to believe, we cannot believe, because Jesus 
has spoken, or because God has spoken; 
but we believe what we feelto be in har- 
mony with our religious perception. How 
this is to be reconciled with the nature of 
the faith, such as the apostle Paul describes 
it, (Rom. iv. 20, 21, and elsewhere,) is 
what I do not undertake to explain. But 
you perceive where this principle necces- 
sarily leads: instead of believing God, a man 
believes himself, and he will finish by sub-. 
stituting a philosophy for a revelation. | 

When the question regards doctrines 

which directly correspond to our interior 
perception, we conceive that, to a certain 
extent, Mr. Scherer’s principle may be ap- 
plicable. But how shall it be applied to 
doctrines which are not of a nature to be 
interiorly perceived? For example: if 
Pau! announce the resurrection of the body, 
if Matthew bear testimony to the miraculous 
birth of our Lord, &c., how shall a religious 
perception settle our faith, unless be be- 
lieve, purely because the Spirit of God has 
said it? Moreover, we foresee already, on 
the ground of a language as yet a little 
equivocal, that the foundation of evangeli- 
cal doctrine will not be slow in being called 
in question. The doctrine of things to 
come is treated of in a sufficiently light 
manner, under the name of Eschatology; 
and the expressionsof Mr. Scherer intimate, 
that he no longer admits the personal in- 
fallibility of Jesus Christ. By admitting 
it, he would bring himself into great em- 
barrassment ; for, if Jesus Christ is perfect- 
ly infallible, the use which he made of the 
Old Testament, particularly in his tempta- 
tion in the wilderness, cannot be reconciled 
with Mr. Scherer’s views of the Old Tes- 
tament. But if a person once aims a blow 
at the infallibility of Christ, where will he 
stop? 
This question is the more pertinent, be- 
cause, already, certain young pastors, who 
participate in Mr. Scherer’s ideas, (without 
having received them from him,) proceed 
farther than he. One of them, preaching 
in a church in the South, quite recently, 
in repeating the apostles’ creed, omitted 
these words: “conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary;’ is not 
this dreadful? What could his reason be, 
but that he does not believe in the miracu- 
lous birth of our Lord? and without this 
belief, what becomes of the gospel, and the 
hope of our salvation ? shied: 

_ I trust I do not wrong the writers of the 
Review, among whom I find names which 
I love and very sincerely respect. I would, 
moreover, render justice to the talents and 
learning with which this periodical is con- 
ducted; and as to its principles, I should 
be happy to obtain evidence that I have 
misunderstood them. But I am not alone 


in understanding them as Ido. I shall 


It is not solely the idea of 


quote a single example, only, of this; but 
it is sadly conclusive. 

The Zien, a journal which, as to its doc- 
trine, represents latitudinarianism, and as 
to its spirit, a bitter hostility to the truth 
which is according to godliness, has wel- 
comed the Review with an approbation that, 
in my view, forms the most cutting censure. 

Here follows, in the first place, what the 
Lien says of the Review generally ; these 
are the first sentences of its article on the 
subject: 

“We have before us the first number 


of this Review, impatiens| 
throughout our churches, by all Baw 


friends of science and free faith, This 


first number appears to us, to correspond 
in a highly interesting and remarkable 
manner, to the object and the promises of 
the originator.” 


The following lines furnish the appre-’ 


articles in the first number: 


«Mr. de P—— is the author of an article, 
entitled, Of the Progress of the Christian 
Doctrine and its conditions; but a person 
would make a great mistake, if he should 
think of finding in this production, Metho- 
dism, Calvinism, and Orthodoxy, unless he 
look for modern orthodoxy. Mr. de P: 
is too liberal-minded to escape exclu- 
‘sion from the church and from salvation; 
we would most heartily subscribe his article; 
it remains for us to understand how the 
liberalism of the writer suits the holy strict- 
ness of the founders of the dissenting chapel, 
(the Taitbout chapel,) of which Mr. de P. 
is the minister: but that is Ais business. 
We congratulate him for his excellent article 
and for the independence with which he has 
broken the starched collar of methodistical 
orthodoxy.” 

Your readers will have found details in 
my present letter, such as would be 
unnecessary, as it regards themselves; but 
it seemed to me, that they would observe 
with interest, the development of a question 
so important in regard to the future des- 


tinies of French Protestantism. O! how 


* 
| For the Presbyterian. 

_ A WORD TO PASTORS. 

Our Church has a great work on hand, 
We have sent missionaries to India, to 
Siam, to Africa, besides those who are la- 
bouring among the aborigines of our own 
country. To support the labourers already 
in the field, will require considerable funds. 
But more men are requisite to strengthen 
all our mission stations. And it is exceed- 
ingly desirable to occupy new stations, of 
great promise, both in India, China, and 
Siam ; and as soon as the young brethren 


of Africa have fixed ona station, doubtless, 
there will be an earnest call for more help. 


' California is also calling loudly for us to 


establish a mission among the natives of 
that new State. And now all the numer- 
ous tribes who wander between the Missis- 
sippi and the Pacific, are, by Providence, 
cast upon the care of the American. 
churches, they are now all included within 
the geographical limits of our country; 
and, in regard to them, much depends on 
the exertions of the Presbyterian Church. 
Hitherto, our contributions to this cause, 
have fallen far below the mark, which 
might have been expected from such a nu- 
merous and wealthy society. And it is 
greatly to be regretted, that during the last 
year, several of our most important Synods, 
Albany, New York, New Jersey, and 
Philadelphia, fell behind their former stand- 
ard of contribution; for which defalcation 
no conceivable reason can be assigned, ex- 
cept a want of zeal in the cause, which, 
above all others, ought to interest the hearts 
of Christians. How much of the blame 
should fall on the pastors, I shall not un- 
dertake to determine. But sure I am, 
that it furnishes an occasion for a kind ad- 
monition. We do not want extraordinary 
exertions, but a steady, gradually increas- 
ing effort. The desirable object will be 
accomplished, if only contributions can be 
made general ; if every one will contribute 
something, the requisite sum will be made: 


children of our Sabbath schools could sup- 
port all our existing missions, if they could 
all be heartily engaged in the work. 

- What will some future generation think 
of the present race of professed Christians, 
when they shall read in authéntic history, 
that a Swedish singing girl could collect 
more money in a month, for a few songs, 
than our whole Church raised in a year 
for the conversion of the world! As the 
writer has nearly finished his earthly 
course, he must be indulged by his bre- 
thren in the words of affectionate exhorta- 
tion. Dear brethren, be more habitually 
awake to the importance of missions, both. 
foreign and domestic. Do try to bring up. 
your people to a deeper sense of their 
Christian obligations, in regard to this ob-: 
ject. Urge upon their attention the perish- 


their fellow creatures. Stir them up to 
prayer for this great object, and engage 
the children and youth betimes in this 
cause of God and of our race. Let it be 
seen by the increased contributions of the 
ensuing year, that all the churches are ani- 
mated by a holy zeal to advance the king- 
dom of God in the world. ACA, 


-_THE ENGLISH T-OFFICE. 
The question of Sabbath observance. in 
the English post-office is now in a. worse 
position than any which it has ever previous- 
ly occupied. The late regulations were the 
effect of an almost miraculous combination, 
of circumstances, and could have been easily 
maintained, at least till a fair trial had been 
secured, if only ordinary exertion had been 
used on the part of the professing advocates 
of Sabbath observance. The latter, how- 
ever, though fully aware of the powerful 
confederacy which had been established for 
the purpose of reversing all that had been 
done, made no combined movement on behalr 
of their own cause; and now the advantages 
previously. gained are not only lost, but a 
-nearly invincible argument is 
against all future legislation. tm the same di- 
rection! It will hereafter: be confidently 
alleged that the experiment has been tried 
that it has been found impracticable ;, and, 
consequently, that no new reform in the way 


Yartment can be entertained by Parliament. 
| The is the fruit of that unaccountable apathy 
by which ‘the late providential victory was 

so strangely followed on the part of the re- 
ligious ‘public, and’ which apathy is openly 
ascribed by the latitudinarian school: to a 
secret want-of earnestness 1n various quar- 
rs. 
sesincerity be not sustainable, a culpable 
absence of zeal and energy is st ly appa; 


rent upon the very surface-of this whole 


ciation made by the Zien of one of the 


serious are the times! how dark the future! 


who have ventured on the dangerous coast 


up. It has been shown that the very © 


ing condition of hundreds of millions of 


of Sabbath sanctification in the post-office 


We must admit that, if the charge of . 
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